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TAGS: EFIS, OCON, CS 

SUBJECT: COMMERCE PROPOSAL TO IMPOSE EMBARGO ON TUNA 
REF: (A) STATE 224734 (B) STATE 224961 

1. EMBASSY DISCUSSED CONTENTS OF REFTEL WITH DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF FOREIGN POLICY OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS ALVAR ANTILLON, AND PLANS TO CONVEY SAME 
INFORMATION TO HIGH LEVEL FISHERIES OFFICIALS OF THE 
COSTA RICAN VOVERNMENT. 

2. ANTILLON SHOWED CONSIDERABLE INTERS QT IN TUNA 
PROBLEM TO WHICH HE EVIDENTLY ATTACHES CONSIDERABLE 
IMPORTANCE. HE BELIEVES THAT IT WOULD BE IN COSTA 
RICA'S INTEREST TO IMPROVE ENFORCEMENT CAPABILITY. 

NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF GOOD EFFECT THIS WOULD HAVE ON 
TUNA CONSERVATION, BUT ALSO BECAUSE ENHANCED COASTAL 
PATROL WOULD BE USEFUL IN DEALING WITH SIGNIFICANT 
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HAS REPEATEDLY URGED UPON THE GOVERNMENT, THE COST 
OF INCREASED PATROL COULD EASILY BE COVERED BY THE 
FINES THAT WOUW BE IMPOSED ON SMUGGLERS AND BY THE 
INCREASED TAX RECEIPTS THAT WOULD RESULT FROM 
DIMINISHED SMUGGLING. AT THE SAME TIME, ANTILLON 
RECOGNIZES COSTA RICA HAS A LONG COASTLINE AND WOULD 
REQUIRE AT LEAST TEN PATROL VESSELS (ONLY TWO ARE 
AVAILABLE AT PRESENT). THE REQUIRED INVESTMENT 
WOULD BDNEUBSTANTIAL AND THERE WOULD ALSO BE A PROBLEM 
OF TRAINING OFFICERS AND CREWS ABROAD, AS WELL AS 
ESTABLISHING SUITABLE MAINTENANCE FACILITIES FOR THE 
VESSELS. 

LANE 
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